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(a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2)  “Eligible student” means a student who attends a public high
school that participates in the Maryland Seal of Biliteracy Program.

3 @ “Foreign language” means a language other than English.

(1)  “Foreign language” includes American Sign Language and
any Native American language.

(4) “Program” means the Maryland Seal of Biliteracy Program.

(b) There is a Maryland Seal of Biliteracy Program that recognizes public
high school graduates in the State who have attained proficiency in speaking,
reading, and writing in one or more languages in addition to English.

(c) The purpose of the Program is to promote linguistic proficiency and
cultural literacy in one or more languages in addition to English and to provide
recognition of the attainment of those skills by affixing a Seal of Biliteracy to the
student’s diploma or transcript at graduation, at no cost to the student.

(d) (1) Participation in the Program by a local school system 1is
voluntary.

(2) If a local school system chooses to participate in the Program, an
individual school may not opt out of participation in the Program.

(e) (1) Beginning with the graduating class of 2017, each eligible student
who meets the criteria and requirements established by the State Board in
accordance with subsection (f)(1) of this section shall receive a Seal of Biliteracy.

(2) A Seal of Biliteracy shall be affixed to the student’s diploma or
transcript at graduation.

3] On or before October 1, 2016, the State Board shall:

(1) Establish criteria and requirements a student must meet to
receive a Seal of Biliteracy; and
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(2) Provide information to each local school system regarding how to
participate in and how to implement the Program.

(2) A local school system participating in the Program shall:

(1) Maintain records necessary for determining a student’s eligibility
for a Seal of Biliteracy; and

(2)  Affix a Seal of Biliteracy to the diploma or transcript of every
eligible student meeting the criteria and requirements established by the State Board
1n accordance with subsection (f)(1) of this section.

(h)  The State Board shall adopt regulations to carry out this section.
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